Should readers have any questions or comments about the decisions made, decisions pending or other items relative to National Council it is suggested they make contact directly with their respective Provincial Council office. 

Decisions made at the May 3, 1997 Meeting of National Council held at the Delta Airport Hotel Toronto Ontario:
1- Appointment of National Commissioner for 1997-98. Past President Bill Forbes announced that Sam Elsworth of Nova Scotia had been recommended to the Chief Scout as the next National Commissioner, effective November 1997. The National Commissioner normally serves for 5 years. 

2- Definition and registration of a member. Registered members of Scouts Canada are individuals who: 

- are active in the Movement 

- pay an appropriate membership and national insurance fee (or have their fees pad for them) and, 

- fall into one of the following categories: 

- any youth active in a program section 

- any activity leader or Scouter-in-training 

- any adult leader, service team member, or commissioner 

- any member of a group committee, section committee or auxiliary 

- any member of a provincial, regional, area or district council 

- any member of a council standing committee 

- any member of the National Council, or of a B.P. Guild not otherwise registered in an active capacity with Scouts Canada 

The following are also registered members, but membership fees are optional: 

- National honorary members, on the basis that they have been invited to retain an affiliation with Scouts Canada 

- Executive Staff, on the basis of their being employed by the Movement 

3- Adult Volunteer Screening. The Adult Volunteer Member Screening Process will be implemented as soon as possible, in any event, by no later than September 1, 1998 at which time full implementation and compliance will be expected throughout Scouts Canada. See page 12 of the October 1996 issue of the Canadian Leader and watch for more information in the June/July as well. Check the press release on this item. To help districts and groups with the improved process a video and interview guide has been prepared and will be made available this summer. 

4- CJ 2001. National Commissioner Herb Pitts thanked Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island for their bids to hold the next jamboree and announced the next Jamboree will be held in 2001 at Cabot Beach Park, PEI (site of CJ'77). PEI President Lorne Moase will be CJ'01 Planning Committee Chair. Check the press release on this item. 

5- Scout/Venturer and Rover Program Revisions. The revised Scout Program is approved with full implementation in September 1998. Support materials and revisions to the handbooks to be completed by summer 1998. The revised Venturer Program is approved for full implementation in September 1998, likewise handbooks to be revised by summer 1998. See page 32 of the January 1997 issue of the Canadian Leader for details on both the Scout and Venturer Program revisions. The revised Rover Program is approved without the proposed motto "action" with full implementation in September 1997. The motto will be discussed again at the November meetings. New support materials and handbooks to be developed during the next 12 months. 

6- Beret. The beret (and hat badges) are deleted from the official dress of Scouts Canada, effective September 1, 1997. A field hat and toque, as supplied by Scouts Canada Supply Service, is the only authorized head-wear for wear with the uniform when conditions warrant. 

7- Funding Principles. A set of funding principles, which apply throughout the Movement, and specifically describe the relationship between various Councils re: fund-raising, were approved. These principles were developed following a conference of representatives from Provincial and Regional Councils, held last March and October. The purpose of the principles is to help increase revenue from non-membership fee sources and to help eliminate duplication of requests and the ensuing possible confusion among donors due to mailings from more than one level of the organization. 

Further items presented at the National Council Meeting on May 3, 1997.
1- Amory Award. The 1996 Amory Award recipients are: 

1st place -83rd Calgary C Company 

2nd place a tie- 21st Nepean and 144th Bonavista Venturers 

3rd place -1st Port Moodie Venturers 

Details about the Amory Award can be found on page 39 of the Canadian Venturer Handbook and in the June/July 1997 issue of the Canadian Leader magazine. 

2- 19WJ Chile. Contingent Leader Jack Sinclair reported on preparations for Scouts Canada's attendance at the World Jamboree in Chile December 1998-January 1999. Already 80 Canadians have registered and we expect the contingent size to reach 250. 

3- Les Scout du Canada/Scouts Canada Committee on Cooperation announced Jam des Neiges to be held in Quebec City December 1999-January 2000. Further details are available from the Quebec Provincial office. 

4- Official Worldwide Website. Communications Chair Phil Chant announced that the since its inception over 50,000 people have visited the Scouts Canada website. The site is gaining in content and interest and is becoming a priority location for information about Scouting across Canada 

Decisions Pending for the November 22, 1997 meeting of National Council to be held at the Citadel Inn in Ottawa Ontario.
1- Promises. National Commissioner Herb Pitts announced notice of motion that the Scout/Venturer/Rover and Adult promises be that of the "Scouter Promise". See B.P.&P. page 21 Fall 1996 edition. 

2- Scout Law. National Commissioner Herb Pitts announced notice of motion that the Scout Law, to reflect our co-ed membership, be changed to read, "Wise in the use of all resources". See B.P.& P. page 19 Fall 1996 edition. 

3- National Membership Fee. Treasurer Robin-Hamilton Harding announced notice of motion that the national portion of the membership fee increase not to exceed $2 be approved effective September 1, 1998 and that a fee increase not exceeding $1 be approved effective September 1, 1999. The actual amount of the required increase will be presented along with the formal motion in November 1997. 

4- Sash Trim. Removing the coloured edges on the sash and carrying 3 sizes (small, medium, large) will be discussed further in November. 

5- Socks, garters, culottes or skirts. It was recommended that garters be discontinued and the knee socks replaced with ankle length. Female members will be asked if they desire a skirt or culottes. These issues to be discussed in November. 

6- Belts. It was recommended to move to one colour belt, woven and/or leather. Is the current belt (with section specific colours), a significant issue? 

7- Epaulettes. These will remain the only source of section specific identification. 

8- Woggles. Is a specific woggle required for Group Committee wear? To be discussed in November. 

9- Knives in the Cub Program. The Wolf Cub program presently includes the use of knives in the Tawny Star. In B.P.&P. knives are listed as a lethal weapon. The RCMP define a lethal weapon as having a blade of 4 inches. A change may be required to B.P.&P. 



Again, please note that should readers have any questions or comments about the decisions made, decisions pending or other items relative to National Council it is suggested they make contact directly with their respective Provincial Council office. 

