	
	
	Should readers have any questions or comments about the decisions made, decisions pending or other items relative to National Council it is suggested they make contact directly with their respective Provincial Council office. 

The purpose of this page is to highlight, as a result of the National Council meetings, those decisions made that impact on the operation of Scouting in Canada. This page will also list those decisions pending, in other words issues which have been brought before Council for decision in the future. Normally, decisions pending require formal notice of motion (usually at the preceding meeting). However if deemed urgent notice of motion may be waived by unanimous agreement. 

(Archive of decisions made at May 3, 1997 Meeting of National Council)
(Archive of decisions made at November 22, 1997 Meeting of National Council)
Decisions made at the May 2, 1998 Meeting of National Council held at Ottawa Ontario. 

1. That the First Aid section, page 30 of BP&P replace the word should with must, to read as follows: 

First aid equipment appropriate to the activity must be provided and personnel familiar with its use must be available. 

2. The section on Lethal Weapons, pages 30-31, Knives, the first sentence, of BP&P, "Clasp knives may be worn by all members" be replaced as follows: 

Knives, including multi-purpose tools, may be used during age-appropriated program activities, by all members excluding Beavers. 

It is also recommended to remove the category "Knives" from the Lethal Weapons section and create a new section, "Tools/Knives", placing the new definition of knives into this section. 

3. The section on Water Safety Regulations, page 34, #4,5 &6 of BP&P: 

#4- each watercraft must carry a life jacket or PFD (Personal floatation device) for each person. Life jackets and PFD's must be of a type approved by Transport Canada/Coast Guard (contact local office for publications), and must be inspected annually. 

#5- every member taking part in watercraft activities must be able to swim a least fifty (50) metres wearing a shirt, shorts and socks. When it is necessary for those who cannot meet this swimming requirement to take part in watercraft activities, they may participate, at the discretion of the person in charge, providing they wear life jackets at all times while on the water. 

#6- government approved life jackets/properly fitted vest type PFD's must be worn when: 

a. travelling at night 

b. encountering rough weather, broken water, white water or fast moving water; 

c. travelling long distances from land or over cold water; 

d. sailing 

be replaced as follows: 

"Youth and adults participating in small craft (6 metres or less) boating activities involving powered and non powered boats must wear Transport Canada approved, properly fitted, personal floatation devices (PFD's) life jackets at all times. Canoes exceeding the 6 metre standard will also be included in this policy." Transport Canada/Coast Guard Canada and Scouts Canada recommend that approved PFD's be worn at all times while participating in watercraft activities. 

4. Moved that waiver of notice of the following motion be approved: 

On behalf of the Management Board, be it resolved that the National Council of Boy Scouts of Canada adopt a national corporate structure which establishes accountability and reporting for all employees, no later than January 1, 1999. A preliminary report to be available at the November 1998 National Council Meeting. 

Further the National Council directs the Management Board to continue the work in organizational governance and management, including the relationships and roles of volunteers and employees. A preliminary report to be available for discussion at the November 1998 National Council meeting for potential implementation in May 1999. 

5. Moved that the National Council authorize and require the CEO, with such assistance as is required, to develop, implement, and disseminate to all provincial councils an Adult Volunteer Screening Record-Keeping Administrative procedure, by July 21, 1998, setting out mandatory standards specifying: 

0. the specific information which must be recorded to demonstrate that every applicant has been appointed consistent with By-Law, Policies and Procedures and the Adult Volunteer Screening policy; 

1. what written records will be kept; 

2. who is responsible for completing and storing them; 

3. where they will be stored; 

4. who will have access to them and for what purposes; and 

5. how long they will be kept 

1. Moved that the insurance portion of the membership fee be increased by $.50 to $2.50 effective September 1, 1998. Any surplus by this increase to be held in reserve for insurance purposes. 

1. Moved that the budget as presented for 1998/99 be approved. 

Decisions Pending the November 21, 1998 Meeting of National Council to be held in Ottawa
1. The Program Committee put forth the following notice of motion: 

That Scouts Canada shall be a co-ed educational organization with the option for male-only groups based on spiritual requirements. This motion if adopted, would remove the "local option" aspect of co-ed Scouting and thus limit male-only sections/groups to those sponsor/partner groups that so mandate. 

2. the Secretary/Treasurer gave the following notice of motion: 

That a membership fee increase not to exceed $1.00 per member be approved effective September 1, 1999. 

3. Northwest Territories notice of motion: 

Whereas the Scouting movement has had a long and distinguished history in the Northwest Territories; And whereas the map of Canada will be changed April 1, 1999 when the Nunavut Territory and a new Western Territory will be created from what is no the Northwest Territories; And whereas the members of Scouts Canada Northwest Territories wish to continue their association after this changes so as to preserve and enhance the unique character of Scouting in the Arctic setting; Now therefore be it resolved that effective April 1, 1999, the name of the Northwest Territories Council be changed to Northwest Territories and Nunavut Council; and Whereas the people of the new Western Territory and the parliament of Canada may select a new name for the new Western Territory; Now therefore be it resolved that should a new name be selected for the western Territory prior or subsequent to April 1, 1999 that the new name for that Territory be substituted for Northwest Territories herein. 

Other Business Conducted at the May 2nd Meeting
The following members of National Council were thanked upon their departure from this role: 

· Dexter MacRae -Provincial Commissioner British Columbia/Yukon 

· Jamie Whelle -President New Brunswick (has accepted position of Chairman of the National Review Board) 

· Lorne Moase- Prince Edward Island (remains Chair of the CJ'01 Planning Committee) 

· Niall Coulson -Provincial Commissioner Prince Edward Island 

· Bruce Templeton- President Newfoundland/Labrador 

· Audrey Zwack- President Saskatchewan 

Sam Elsworth National Commissioner also announced the following Amory Award winners: 

· 1st Place- 144th Bonavista Venturer Company for an activity called Recycling the Railway Expedition 

· Tied for 2nd place- 83rd "E" Venturer Company for the Cape Scott/Great Divide Adventurer, 1st Brooks Venturer Company-Our Europe Trip Expedition, and the 10th Kingston Venturer Company-Adirondacks Winter Expedition. 

John Pettifer CEO announced that the Charter Review and official name change to Scouts Canada is before the Senate. 



Again, please note that should readers have any questions or comments about the decisions made, decisions pending or other items relative to National Council it is suggested they make contact directly with their respective Provincial Council office. 





