Should readers have any questions or comments about the decisions made, decisions pending or other items relative to National Council it is suggested they make contact directly with their respective Provincial Council office. 

The purpose of this page is to highlight, as a result of the National Council meetings, those decisions made that impact on the operation of Scouting in Canada. This page will also list those decisions pending, in other words issues which have been brought before Council for decision in the future. Normally, decisions pending require formal notice of motion (usually at the preceding meeting). However if deemed urgent notice of motion may be waived by unanimous agreement. 

(Archive of decisions made at May 3, 1997 Meeting of National Council)
Decisions made at the November 22, 1997 Meeting of National Council held at the Citadel Inn Ottawa Ontario. 

1. The Governor General, the Right Honourable Romeo LeBlanc, as Chief Scout of Canada confirmed the appointment of Sam Elsworth of Nova Scotia as the new National Commissioner replacing Herb Pitts. 

2. The Promise for Scouts, Venturers, Rovers and Adults is now the Scouter Promise as per BP&P page 21 (Fall 1996 edition). 

3. To reflect our co-ed programs the last line of the Scout Law has been changed to read, Wise in the use of all resources. 

4. The revised Rover Program, as approved May 3, 1997, was amended to change the motto from Action to Service. 

5. The following statement was approved related to the screening of Honorary members: 

"Save as provided below, those individuals designated as Honorary Officers or Honorary Members of National Council or of a Provincial Council, be exempt from the requirements of the volunteers screening policy. Further, that a Provincial/Territorial Council may, at a duly constituted meeting of such Provincial/Territorial Council, extend such an exemption to Honorary Officers and/or Honorary members of Regional and/or District Councils within their jurisdiction. 

Provided that: 

a. should any Honorary Officer or Honorary member undertake a role which places him/her in a position of trust in respect to the organizations's youth members, or the management of the organization's resources, the requirements of the volunteer screening policy shall apply and, 

b. National Council and or Provincial/Territorial Council may, at any time, withdraw any such exemption granted by it. 

6. The National membership fee increase of $1.00 per member effective September 1, 1998 was approved. 

7. The National Council confirmed support for, and encourages its members to actively participate in Jam des Neiges 2000" Sno-Jam, a WOSM recognized event to be held December 1999-January 2000 in Quebec City. 

Decisions Pending the May 2, 1998 Meeting of National Council to be held in Toronto
1. That the First Aid section, page 30 of BP&P replace the word should with must, to read as follows: 

First aid equipment appropriate to the activity must be provided and personnel familiar with its use must be available. 

2. The section on Lethal Weapons, pages 30-31, Knives, the first sentence, of BP&P, "Clasp knives may be worn by all members" be replaced as follows: 

Knives, including multi-purpose tools, may be used during age-appropriated program activities, by all members excluding Beavers. 

It is also recommended to remove the category "Knives" from the Lethal Weapons section and create a new section, "Tools/Knives", placing the new definition of knives into this section. 

3. The section on Water Safety Regulations, page 34, #4,5 &6 of BP&P: 

#4- each watercraft must carry a life jacket or PFD (Personal floatation device) for each person. Life jackets and PFDs must be of a type approved by Transport Canada/Coast Guard (contact local office for publications), and must be inspected annually. 

#5- every member taking part in watercraft activities must be able to swim a least fifty (50) metres wearing a shirt, shorts and socks. When it is necessary for those who cannot meet this swimming requirement to take part in watercraft activities, they may participate, at the discretion of the person in charge, providing they wear life jackets at all times while on the water. 

#6- government approved life jackets/properly fitted vest type PFDs must be worn when: 

a. travelling at night 

b. encountering rough weather, broken water, white water or fast moving water; 

c. travelling long distances from land or over cold water; 

d. sailing 

be replaced as follows: 

"Youth and adults participating in small craft (6 metres or less) boating activities involving powered and non powered boats must wear Transport Canada approved, properly fitted, personal floatation devices (PFDs) life jackets at all times. Canoes exceeding the 6 metre standard will also be included in this policy." 

Other Business Conducted at the Meeting
1. The issue of uniform items (sash trim, knee socks, garter tabs, culottes, skirts, epaulettes and belt colours), was deferred to the Uniform Task Group for discussion and report in May. 

2. The issue of the salute vis-a-vis the fact we no longer have any official headwear was discussed. Members should salute when in full uniform, as the uniform no longer includes a hat, you may still salute. 

3. Lorne Moase, Chair of the CJ 2001 Planning Committee, reported on early plans for the jamboree to be held at Cabot Beach Park PEI. Recruitment for the planning committee is underway and the Government of PEI has once again confirmed in writing the availablity of the site. 

The following members who are leaving National Council, were acknowledged: 

Herb Pitts; National Commissioner 

Philip Chant; Communications Committee Chair (Phil remains Webmaster for the official Scouts Canada Website) 

Doug Jennings; Honours and Awards Committee Chair 

Warren Law; Quebec Provincial Council 

John Noble; Nova Scotia Provincial Council 

David Hamilton; Ontario Provincial Council (David was elected a Vice President of National Council during the Annual Meeting) 

Mike Townsend ; Canyouth Publications 

Jack Sinclair; International Commissioner (Jack continues his role as Contingent Leader for the 19th World Jamboree Chile) 



Again, please note that should readers have any questions or comments about the decisions made, decisions pending or other items relative to National Council it is suggested they make contact directly with their respective Provincial Council office. 

